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Topics in Industrial Organization Theory
Prof. Talia Bar
1011.4697
This mini-course wilt first present dynamicmodels of R&D (Research and Development)
competition. We begin with the benchmark memoryless model and continue to multistage races,
and learning, Dynamic R&D models are used to examine patent policy and firm strategic R&D
behavior such as disclosure strategies, and the formation of patent pools.
| The second part of this mini-course will examine contributions of Social Networks economics to
I Industrial Crganization models, for example oligopoly models in a network environment,
I exchange when buyers and sellers mustbe linked to trade and market sharing agreements.
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Mechanism Design

Prof. Alex Gershkov

1011.4681

The design of the institutions through which individuals interact can have a profound impact on
the results of that interaction. The theory of mechanism design takes a systematic look at the
design of institutions and how these affect the outcomes of interactions. The main focus of
mechanism design is on the design of institutions that satisfy certain objectives, assuming that the
individuals interacting through the institution will act strategically and may hold private
information that is relevant to the decision at hand.

Game theory plays a central role in the modeling of the strategic interaction studied in the theory
of meahcnism design. In many applications of game theory, the game modeling interaction is
taken as given and analyzed to predict the actions of individuals and the resulling outcome. In the
theory of mechanism design, instead of taking the game as given, it is something to be designed.
Often, one thinks of the dcsired outcomes as the given and analyses whether there exist game
forms for which the strategic properties induce individuals to choose actions that lead to the
desired outcomes. An example of an implementation question is: how can we design an auction to
be sure that the individual who most highly values an object is sure to be the winner of the
auction?

The Economics of Religion

Prof. Ronny Razin

1011.4704

In this course we will go over theoretical models of religion. We will start by discussing different
models of religion in disciplines other than economics, ¢.g., anthropology, evolutionary biclogy
and the social sciences. We will then go over some models of religion suggested in Economics
and will try to assess what economics has to add to this field of inquiry.

Topics in Law and Economics

Prof. Oren Bar-Gill

1011.4656

The interdisciplintary ficld of Law & Economics applies the analytical tools of cconomic theory to
study questions periaining to the optimal design and application of legal rules and law
enforcement policy. This mini~course will cover selected topics in Law & Economics, focusing on
the economic analysis of contract law, tort taw, property law, litigation and settlement and law
enforcement.
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Foreign Trade and Foreign Direct Investment

Prof. Elhanan Helpman

1011.4694

After briefly reviewing traditional approaches to foreign trade and investment, the course will
focus on recent developments. These will include the implications of firm level variations within
industrics and contractual frictions for patterns of trade and the organization of production by
multirational corporations.

Reputation and Career Concerns

Prof. Gilat Levy

1011.4698

In this course we will analyse the effect of career concerns - for example, concerns for being
promoted - on behaviour of managers and politicians in organizations such as firms, governments,
and legal institutions. We will discuss issues in personnel economics and the design of
organizations that have become central to the management of modem organizations.
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0608.1150.01 Nationalism and Feminism in the Post-Colonial World: Case-studies from Asia
and Africa

This course is proposed as an interdisciplinary course with a strong cross-cithural and comparative
compenent. [t can be offered to students in the Social Sciences, Humanities or Women's Studies and
students of Visual Culture. It will also be relevant for Area Studies programs like Asian Studies and so
on. It has been designed bearing in mind siudents of History, Sociology, Political Science, English
Literature, Litcrature, and Women's Studies, who will find it uscful in relation to their other courses.
Tt is widely acknowledged today that women's activism in several post-colonial societies has had a long
history of struggle often linked to nationalism. 1t is also accepted that many women across the world
who support women's rights reject the label Feminism' as "western’ and bourgeois.
Broadly, this course seeks to study regional and cultural diversities which have led to the emergence of
the term 'Feminism' to encompass 'difference’. More specifically, we will focus on select aspects of the
women's movement in THREE countries in the non-western world (from Asia and Africa) to
understand how nationalism has shaped women's activism in the twentieth century. Althou we will
study the struggles historically and politically, we will use literary texts and documentary films along
with essays and secondary sources, so as (0 emphasize a comparative cross-cultural perspective. This
seminar course will discuss the regional specificity of the issues central to each of the case-studies.
The underlying themes to be examined will be:
*  Issues of regionat specificity (especially Identity)
+ The Role of religion in determining women's political participation.
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