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The purpose of this course is to present a conceptual frame-

work for analyzing and understanding the behaviour of com-

plex organizations, This conceptual framework is hased on the

interrelationship among organization goals, technology, struc-
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ment in which the oreanization functions,
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The focus of the course is on the practice of shamanic healing
within its =ocial context with comparative emphasis on healing
within religious cult groups, The phenomenon of faith healing
will he related to the forms of social and religious organization
within which it occurs, Special attention will be paid to recruit-
ment to the role of healer and the social position of the
healer in his society, Consideration will also be given to social
and psychological factors which renders such faith healing
effective for both practitioners and patients. Ethnographic ma-
terial will be drawn primarily from North American, the Cir-
cum-polar regions and Central Asia.
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A comparative approach to ethnic and race relations in the
United States, with special emphasis on the Jewizh minarity.
The theories of Anglo-conformity, the melting pot, and cultural
pluralism will be examined. Problems of minority status, mar-
ginality, accommeodation, acculturation, and assimilation will
be discussed.
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The course will discuss the special role of primary groups

{ie, Iamily, neighbours and friends) as compared to bureau-

cratic organizations, the ways in which they are optimally

linked to cach other, and the differential unctions of family,
neighbours, and friendship primary groups.
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