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Dolly Eliyahu-Levi & Avi Gvura

Between Religion and Politics: Moral Framing and the Delegitimization
of LGBTQ+ Identities in Israeli Public Discourse

This article examines anti-LGBTQ+ discourse in Israel from a socio-rhetorical
and linguistic perspective. It departs from the premise that language is not merely
a descriptive tool but a mechanism of social action — it generates legitimacy,
delineates boundaries of belonging, and establishes orders of normalcy and
deviance. At the center of this research is a rhetorical-linguistic analysis of
statements made by conservative public figures in the political and public
spheres. Through these statements, the LGBTQ+ “Other” is constructed, and
the demand for equality is framed as a threat to the family, children, religion, or
the nation. The discussion is situated within the fields of discourse linguistics
and rhetoric, focusing on how lexical choices, metaphors, presuppositions,
modality, and religious-moral intertextuality fulfill functions of persuasion,
policing, and exclusion. While previous studies have addressed implicit social
representations in Israel (Kama, 2014; Kama & First, 2015; Gross, 2015), the
current study focuses on explicit and forceful expressions where anti-LGBTQ+
stances are openly declared.
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Oren Cohen Zada

“An Impossible Moral Mandate”: Civic Agency, “Abandonment,”
and Trauma Processing Among ZAKA Volunteers on October 7"

This article explores the moral-psychological and existential dynamics of 40
ZAKA volunteers who operated at the massacre sites on October 7, 2023. Relying
on a qualitative-narrative paradigm, the study analyzes how the encounter
between exposure to extreme trauma and a supreme moral-halakhic mandate
(“Chesed Shel Emet”) constructs the trauma processing within an experience
of institutional chaos and “abandonment” during the first days of the war. On
the socio-political level, the study discusses how this civic agency illuminates
a significant aspect of Ultra-Orthodox (Haredi) society’s participation in the
national effort during times of crisis. Data analysis reveals four main themes,
initially pointing to “the impossible moral mandate”-an experience of rupture
and moral distress perceived as stemming from the gap between absolute duty
and human limitations in the face of devastation. Alongside this, the group
is described as a “social cure”, serving as an internal support network and a
resource that aids in coping, facilitating a transition to an experience of collective
agency. Another theme focuses on the structural tension between memory as a
mission and the need for forgetting in order to maintain functionality. Finally,
the construction of “collective resilience” is evident, helping participants to
reframe the traumatic experience in terms of enduring communal meaning.
The theoretical contribution of the study lies in formulating the “dual path”
model, demonstrating how halakhic commitment is described by participants
simultaneously as a component that intensifies the moral burden, and as a
central interpretive anchor for constructing meaning and resilience. The findings
highlight the agency of Ultra-Orthodox civil society as an essential partner in
times of emergency, offering a conceptual map for rehabilitating the Israeli
social contract through solidarity and active citizenship.

Keywords: ZAKA volunteers, Moral distress, Collective resilience, Civic
agency, Civic partnership, “Abandonment”, Memory and forgetting.
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Mei Shalev

Changing Patterns of Conflict in the Middle East? A Comparative
Analysis of Four Key Periods

For decades, the Middle East has experienced events widely portrayed as
historical turning points: revolutions, political agreements, and security crises
that generated expectations of a “new regional order.” This article examines
whether such events have fundamentally changed patterns of conflict in the
Middle East, or whether, despite major political transformations, conflict
has continued to operate within an enduring regional system. The analysis is
based on a comparative examination of four temporal junctures: the Iranian
Revolution (1979), the Oslo Accords (1993), the Arab Spring (2011), and the
regional confrontation following 7 October 2023. The study combines historical
analysis with an empirical assessment of terrorist incidents, drawing on the
Global Terrorism Database (GTD) and original coding. The findings indicate that,
despite changes in actor composition, geographic distribution, and operational
methods, there has been no clear transition to a fundamentally new regional
logic of conflict. A substantial share of violence continues to be carried out by
non-state actors, to move across arenas, and to persist alongside political and
diplomatic processes. The article advances an explanation for this continuity: the
partial congruence between territorial state boundaries and national, religious,
ethnic, and sectarian identities creates persistent conditions for cross-border
conflict, strengthens the role of non-state actors, and encourages indirect and
multi-arena forms of confrontation. Accordingly, many developments framed as
profound transformations are better understood as changes in the observable form
of conflict rather than in its underlying logic. The article therefore conceptualizes
the Middle East as a system in which change and continuity coexist over time.
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Uriel Abulof
To Be or Not to Be(lieve)? Small Nations & Religion

Why — and how — do peoples who see their very existence at stake turn to
faith? This article answers by tracing how religion confers political legitimacy
on ‘small nations,” whose members treat their own survival as perpetually in
doubt. It offers a new theoretical framework built around the ‘moral circuit’ of
legitimacy and argues that the humiliation—hubris cycle is a central engine of
religious nationalism. Facing existential humiliation, small nations often turn
to religion, weave it into their politics, and settle into one of three patterns:
(1) ethno-theism, which sidesteps the ‘high politics’ of sanctifying state and
regime and instead fortifies identity and policy; (2) theo-nationalism, which
conscripts religion into the service of state and regime; and (3) national theism,
which subordinates state, regime, policy, and identity alike to the dictate of
religious faith. Empirically, the article tracks how these three patterns and the
humiliation—hubris cycle have unfolded across Zionist history, from the late
nineteenth century to the present — from diasporic humiliation to redemptive
hubris. It shows how 1967, 1973, the Disengagement, and October 7 each drove
theism deeper into Israel’s loci of legitimacy.
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Zehavit Mekonen Tzukerman, Or Catz & Shifrah Sagy

Sense of Professional Coherence and Openness Toward the
“Other” Among Law Enforcement Professionals: Police Officers
and Lawyers Attitudes Toward the Collective Narratives of Ethiopian
Israelis

Studies conducted to date examining the attitudes of professionals in the fields
of policing and law toward minority groups have found trends of racial profiling
and over-policing directed at minorities in various countries around the world.
A similar trend also exists in Israel toward minority groups in Israeli society,
such as Arabs, ultra-Orthodox Jews, and Ethiopian Israelis.

In order to better understand the source of this phenomenon, a new concept
and measure —sense of professional coherence (SOPC) — was developed
within the framework of this study. The current research examined hypotheses
regarding the level of sense of professional coherence among professionals in
policing and law, and its relationship to the level of openness toward collective
narratives among Ethiopian Israelis.

The sample included 453 participants from two professional groups: 166
police officers and 287 lawyers. The variables examined were: (1) Sense of
professional coherence — measured using a questionnaire developed as part
of this study, assessing the extent to which professionals perceive their role
as comprehensible, meaningful, and manageable. (2) Level of openness to the
narrative of Ethiopian Israelis — measured using a questionnaire assessing
perceptions of law enforcement personnel towards collective narratives among
Ethiopian Israelis about law enforcement.

Significant differences were found between the two research groups in both
variables. Lower levels of sense of professional coherence and lower levels of
openness toward the narratives of Ethiopian Israelis were found among police
officers as compared to lawyers.

The relationship between sense of professional coherence and the various
components of the openness scale was found to be positive and significant only
among lawyers. Among police officers, a significant negative relationship was
found between sense of professional coherence and anger toward the narrative
of Ethiopian Israelis.

The study’s findings highlight the potential implications of the sense of
professional coherence on the perceptions of professionals toward minority groups.
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