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Amichai Catane

Regional Electoral System — Examining the 2019-2022 Israel
Election Results

The five election cycles that took place in Israel in the years 2019-2022 raised
some questions about possible flaws in the current electoral system used in [srael.
A proposal that comes up on various occasions is the division of the country
into different electoral regions, like the practice in most countries of the world,
as a method that will solve the problem of political stability and the difficulty
of deciding elections in Israel. This study examines the results of those five
election cycles if an electoral system of division into regions according to the
administrative division used today in Israel had been used. The results show that
although there were some expected changes according to the different nature
of the various election methods, so that the large parties got bigger compared
to the small parties, sectoral parties got bigger due to a high concentration of
population in certain areas compared to the small parties that are not sectoral,
and also the political fragmentation, i.e. the level of the relative fragmentation
of the Knesset, decreased.

However, this feature of division into regions turned out to be less significant
than the formulas for the distribution of seats and surplus agreements, unless a
majoritarian method is chosen that will completely remove most of the parties
from the political map in Israel. Therefore, the conclusion of this article is
that changing the election system would not have resulted in a solution to the
political crisis in Israel, and that other factors, such as the political culture and
the behavior of the political actors, are essential to find a solution to this problem.
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Amal Jamal

The Cunning Reason of Liberal (In)Tolerance: Insights from Haifa

This article explores the extent to which describing Haifa as an oasis of
coexistence is truth or myth. The discourse of the city’s municipal officials
and public figures is analyzed to verify their experiences and perceptions of
the city’s identity, especially the rising Palestinian urbanism, the allocation
of municipal resources to permit equality in individual and communal life,
and the institutional division of labor to allow for just representation and
participation. This study is framed within theoretical models of tolerance,
arguing that Haifa is characterized by an asymmetric tolerance formula,
which is enabled by the unequal political strength of the Jewish and Arab
elites of the city. To illustrate this argument, a thematic analysis of twenty-
five in~depth interviews with leading city figures is introduced. The themes
emerging from the interviews not only describe how tolerance is manifested
but also explore its positive normative potentials, translated into the ability
to challenge the marginalization that individuals or groups experience and
support their political struggle for equality, on the one hand, and in fostering
and managing inequalities, regulating prejudice and subordination, and
masking domination and exclusion, on the other.
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Tamar Arieli & Gad Schaffer

Patriotism vs. Environmentalism: Right-Wing Politics and Open
Space Preservation in the West Bank

The natural environment of conflict zones embodies unique political contexts.
This research examines how environmental agendas are shaped and implemented
by environmental professionals who are politically conservative and whose
life circumstances are intertwined in contested land. Ideological attachment
to land, combined with engagement in the polemics of conflict, frames unique
environmental agendas, particularly regarding the preservation of open spaces.
This engagement prioritizes objectives related to political ideology and exposing
incongruity between environmental knowledge, attitudes, and actions.

Our research focuses on Israeli settlers of the West Bank, mid-level
environmental professionals, who provide insightful perspectives on environmental
attitudes within the Israeli settler community. This group shares a social~ideological
identity and professional dilemmas regarding politically oriented contested land
development. Through interviews focusing on Israeli environmental policy in
the West Bank, we expose discrepancies between environmental knowledge and
attitudes that are rooted in the identity and political loyalties of this community.

Our research reveals a unique environmental agenda that stems from being
in the conflict zone. This agenda includes concerns for environmental values.
However, it leads to selective environmental involvement, particularly where
goals of preserving open spaces challenge ideological commitment to expanding
settlement infrastructure. This selectivity can be interpreted as a cynical political
manipulation of environmental values, but we propose that at the mid-professional
level, it serves as a self-justification to reconcile dual loyalties of ideological
land attachment and professional environmental commitment.
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Michael S. Kochin
Freedom & Empire in Josephus

Flavius Josephus, historian, Pharisee, priest, rebel, and traitor, was proud to say
that he fought against Rome. Josephus was not closed to the value of freedom
and independence from foreign hegemony, nor was he deaf to hopes of the
restoration of Jewish freedom. By meditating on Josephus, with principal
attention to his retelling of the Bible and post™Biblical Jewish history in the
Antiquities, I will explore the complex dialectic Josephus presents of freedom
and empire, for both Jews and Romans.
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