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Course Description and Contents 
 
The course offers an introduction into International and European Union law. It especially 
purports to provide insights relating to the following aspects of EU-Law: a) the role of EU 
institutions in establishing EU-Law, b) the sources and principles of EU-law; c) the 
relationship between EU-law and the law systems of the EU-Member States; d) measures 
securing implementation and enforcement of EU-Law across the EU, d) the European 
Convention on Human Rights and protection of Human Rights in the EU, e) the unique role 
of the European Court of Justice in establishing and enhancing implementation of EU-Law, 
and finally f) the freedoms within the single market. Especially regarding the European Court 
of Justice as a constitutional court par excellence the course takes the opportunity to discuss 
the role of constitutional courts vis-à-vis the realisation of the second principle of democracy, 
i.e. all state power is bound by law (constitutional principle). During the classes use of 
detailed Powerpoint slides will be made in order to facilitate the student’s understanding of 
EU-law related aspects. Besides, reading materials will be made available to all students prior 
to the beginning of the course.  
 
 
Frame Course Aims 
 
The course aims to:  

• provide a learning environment for all students, free of bias 
• develop appreciation of a range of single thematic course elements  
• stimulate students’ active involvement, logical argumentation and communicative 

capacity 
• advance the ability of students to work independently on the basis of text accounts and 

other seminar materials provided  
• develop the ability of students to engage effectively in their work by applying 

scientific oral and writing standards 
 
 
Course Requirements: 
 

1. Completing basic text readings prior to each class, attending regularly and 
participating actively during the course are highly required. Attendance and active 
participation will account for 30% of the overall grading.  

2. Besides, there will be 6 homeworks during the semester. The homeworks will account 
for 30% of the overall grading. 

3. A final exam will take place after the completion of the course. The final exam will 
consist in three different questions which have to be answered by the students. The 
final exam will be an open book exam and the students will be allowed to enter the 
materials of the course. The final exam will account for 40% of the overall grading. 

 
 
Course Reading Materials: 
 
1. Mike Cuthbert: European Union Law, 7th Edition, London 2010 
2. Karen Davies: Understanding European Union Law, 6th Edition, New York 2016 
3. Angelos Giannakopoulos: The Fight Against Corruption as a Prerequisite of EU-Accession: 
Lessons Learnt and the EU-Accession of Ukraine, in: Ukraine-European Union. We have so 
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much in Common, National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”, European Humanities 
Research Centre, Kyiv 2024: ДУХ I ЛIТЕРА, pp. 63-84 
3. The Instance of the Last Word: Constitutional Jurisdiction and Separation of Powers in     
Democracy (Powerpoint Presentation prepared by the instructor) 
 
Further Readings and Supportive Books 
 
1. John McCormick: Understanding the European Union. A Concise Introduction, 8th Edition, 
London 2022 
2. Marios Costa/Steve Peers: Steiner and Woods, EU-Law, 14th Edition, Oxford 2020 
3. TC Hartely: The Foundations of EU-Law, 8th Edition, Oxford 2014 
 
 
 
Course Planner 
 
 
CLASS 1  
 
1. Introduction to EU and International Law 
 
Introduction to the course and the topic of EU-Law; course requirements. 
 
 
CLASS 2  
 
The Specific Role of EU-Institutions in Establishing EU-Law 

 
Mandatory Reading: Karen Davies: Understanding European Union Law, 6th Edition, New 
York 2016: pp. 25-52 
Further Reading: Mike Cuthbert: European Union Law, 2003-2004, Seventh Edition, London 
2010: Community Institutions, pp. 1-20 
 
 
CLASS 3  
 

Sources of EU-Law 
 

• Primary and Secondary Sources of Community Law 
• General Principles of Community Law 
• Judgments of the European Court of Justice and the Court of First Instance 

 
Mandatory Reading: Karen Davies: Understanding European Union Law, 6th Edition, New 
York 2016: pp. 53-70 
Further Reading: Mike Cuthbert: European Union Law, Seventh Edition, London 2010: pp. 
21-32 
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CLASS 4  
 

The Relationship between EU and National Law 
 

• Supremacy of Community Law 
• The Principle of Direct Effect in EU-Law 

 
Mandatory Reading: Karen Davies: Understanding European Union Law, 6th Edition, New 
York 2016: pp., 71-86 
Further Reading: Mike Cuthbert: European Union Law, Seventh Edition, London 2010: pp. 
33-50 
 
 
CLASS 5  
 

Preliminary References 
 

• Objectives of Preliminary References 
• Preliminary References and National Law 

 
Mandatory Reading: Karen Davies: Understanding European Union Law, 6th Edition, New 
York 2016: pp. 87-116,    
Further Reading:  Mike Cuthbert: European Union Law, Seventh Edition, London 2010: pp. 
62-74 
 
 
CLASS 6  
 
 Judicial Remedies and Review 
 

• Enforcement Actions by the European Commission 
• Enforcement Actions by a Member State 

 
Mandatory Reading: Karen Davies: Understanding European Union Law, 6th Edition, New 
York 2016: pp. 87-116 
Further Reading: Mike Cuthbert: European Union Law, Seventh Edition, London 2010: pp. 
51-90 
 
 
CLASS 7 
 
 The Competition Policy of the European Union 
 
Mandatory Reading:  Mike Cuthbert: European Union Law, Seventh Edition, London 2010: 
pp. 109-132 

 

 
CLASS 8 
 
 The “Four Freedoms” in the Single Market 
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• Free movement of goods 

 

Mandatory Reading: Karen Davies: Understanding European Union Law, 6th Edition, New 
York 2016: pp. 117-170 
Further Reading:  Mike Cuthbert: European Union Law, Seventh Edition, London 2010: pp. 
91-108 

 
 
CLASS 9 
 
 The “Four Freedoms” in the Single Market 
 

• Free movement of persons 

• Freedom to establish and provide services 
 

Mandatory Reading: Karen Davies: Understanding European Union Law, 6th Edition, New 
York 2016: pp. 117-170 
Further Reading:  Mike Cuthbert: European Union Law, Seventh Edition, London 2010: pp. 
133-148 

 
 
CLASS 10  
 

The European Convention on Human Rights: the Human Rights protection 
system in Europe 

 
Mandartory Reading: International Justice Resource Center, European Court of Human 
Rights, at:   
https://cglj.org/human-rights-oversight/regional/europe/european-court-of-human-rights/ 
 
 
CLASS 1115-13:30 
 
    Case Study on EU Legislation: the Problem of Corruption in Europe and Anti-     
    Corruption EU-Policies 
 
Mandatory Reading: Angelos Giannakopoulos: The Fight Against Corruption as a 
Prerequisite of EU-Accession: Lessons Learnt and the EU-Accession of Ukraine, in: Ukraine-
European Union. We have so much in Common, National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy”, European Humanities Research Centre, Kyiv 2024: ДУХ I ЛIТЕРА, pp. 63-84 
 
 
CLASS 12 

 
Constitutional Courts and the European Court of Justice 
 

• The European Court of Justice as a constitutional court par excellence 
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• Constitutional Jurisdiction: the constitutional democratic principle and its 
implementation in the EU 

 
Mandatory Reading: Discussion in class is based on the Powerpoint Presentation prepared by 
the instructor “The Instance of the Last Word: Constitutional Jurisdiction and Separation of 
Powers in Democracy” distributed to students prior to the class. 
 
 
CLASS 13 
 
 Conclusions and Follow-up  
 
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
 
In order to get familiar with the course foci students are recommended to visit the following 
websites prior to the course:  

 
• European Union Website https://european-union.europa.eu/index_en 
• EURLEX for EC Legislation https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html 
• European Court of Justice (ECJ) http://curia.europa.eu/ 
• EU-Treaties https://eur-lex.europa.eu/collection/eu-law/treaties/treaties-force.html 
• Interactive Timeline of the European Union https://www.euwatch.be/timeline-of-the-

eu/ 


